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INTRODUCTION

1, Since inceptinn UNICEF has allocated almost $2h.8 million for

thirteen countries in the Eastern Mbditerranean Area and for Palestlne refugee
mnthers and children. A summary nf these allocations by type of programme "and
country is given in E/ICEW/E~768 "UNICEF Programme Allocations from Inceptirn
Through June 1955, Exclusive of allncations which have been made for Palestine
refugees and for freight, the tntal is somewhat over $7.,1 million as followss

Per Cent
Vaternal and_Child'Welfare - #1,17h,k4on 16,4
Mass Health 2,807,700 - 392
Long-range Feeding - - - 390,200 5.5
. Milk Conservaticn 1,20n,00) 18,0
‘Emergencies 1,498,000 20,9
Unprogrammed ‘ &8nn -
2. As can bs seen from the table below, $A,179,000, or 86 per cent, is
for currently active programnesst
CompleteA programmes $ o9n,10n
Active programmes 6,170,200
Unpragrammed 8on
$7 161,100
3e ~0f the active prngrammes, the approximate positien at the end of May
1955 was as fallowss
Shipped $3,751,200
Ordered but not shipped 1,057,900
Nnt ordered 1,361,100
$6,170,200
L. Over ene-third nf the amrunt in the "not ordered" category is for

maternal and child welfare and long-range feeding programmes, supplies for -
which are called ferward as needed. Milk conservation equipment account for
eighteen per cent and malaria cnntrcl thirteen per cent,

/MASS HEALTH
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MASS HEALTH

Malaria Control and DDT Production

S5e ~ In 1954 UNICEF DDT protected some 2,060,000 persons in this area
‘the 1955 goal is 2,300,000, Of the total UNICEF allocations for long-range
mass health programmes to the area, about one~third have been for malaria

control programmes and about 9 per cent for a production plant (in Egypt).

6. Despite the conéiderable efforts that have been made in the past to
control malaria in this area, much work still remains to be done and substantial
financial investments will be required before eradication will be achieved, '
Probably eradication will be tacl:led first in the following group of countries
containing some 55 million inhabitants: Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,

Syria and Turkey.

Te - In most of these countries malaria control is already advanced. The
effort now should be co-ordinated and the target changed to eradication. A
Malaria Adviser for the Eastern liediterranean Regional Office of WHO, located
at Alexandria, has recently been appointeds Early in 1956 a regional meeting
will be held under WHO ausﬁices to discuss common problems, and planning of

a co~ordinated strategy.

8e In the southern parts of the Fastern Mediterranean area, systematic
control of malaria has so far been achieéved in Egypt only. The malaria
problems of the Sudan, Ethiopia and the Arabian peninsular are under investi-
gation with a view to establishing a policy of eradication which may require
future attention by UNICEF, '

e Egypt: The 50 tons of UNICEF DDT which remained in 1955 have been
completely used thus bringing thé number of protected people to a total of
1,600,000 persons, In‘the light of recent developments COncerning malaria
eradication and the recogniged necessity to co-ordinate action in the lile
Valley as a whole, the Egyptian authorities are making a review of pasﬁ and
future work. Construction of the DDT plant is progressing satisfactorily
with the foundations and the first and second floor of the main building
completed, Prospects are good for having the equipment installed and first
production trials started in the spring of 1956.

/10s Iran

T
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10, . . Iran: Ald ffom THICER DDT ceased«at the end of 195k Inuecticide
requirements for the current year are being cavered from Government resources
and United States bilateral aid, - “The ‘operation in 1956 will be<$ota11y meﬁ
out ofrthe national budgeb, Reports received 1ndicate that the epidem;ological

and entomeological services have been sxténded and 1nten31fied this year w1th a

view o attaining more effective control of malaria,

u, | cIrags . -
E it Number of persnns pretected
o ) - Total o mith UNICEF DDT
: .- -0 . hchileved in 195k 209,000 - 169,000
- Target for 1955 . . B00,000° - 187,000
- . hehieved first half 1555 275,000 - o 172,000 - -
12...';-, The most, important development in the last six months is the

creation by the Coqneil of Ministers of a special Malaria Operatidn Board
with adequate aathorlty to -streamline governmental and administrative procedures

in order to achieve malaria eradicatinn, _
13, - The spraying operations have just started at the tlme of wrztlng "
and no reports have yet- ‘been received, The graoual taking over. of f i
responsiblllties by the Government has proved difficult on the supply side

despite adequate budgetary provisions, Special con31derat1nn is being'

i given by the ‘Government to this ‘problem and olans are belng worked out for

a more satisfactory arrangement¢

/1L, Somaliland (Ttalian Trusteeship)

i
4
7
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14, Somaliland (Ttalian Trusteeship)sihile finnlizatiorn of . the plan of op-

erctiong for this campaign is awaited, procurement of supplies- and vehicles
is being proceeded with so that they méy reach the field in time for the

spraying season which commences this winter,

ke NSEGEL T

15, Syria:
Number of persons protected
Total With UNICEF DDT
Achieved in 1954 182,000 182,001
Target for 1955 750,000 520,009

(Spraying Operations for 1955 began in mid-May)

This programme was beset recently by a number of difficulties, such as the
delay in filling the WHO Malariologist post which has been vacant for aver
half a year, the late arrival of the six vehicles from UNICEF and delays

in Parliamentary action for the provision of necessary funds for the work.
However, thanks to emergency‘measures taken by Syria to make available
transport and necessary funds, the sprayings were actually initiated in
mid-Mey. Also, during May, a short-term WHO consultant arrived to re-examine
the situation on the basis of malariometric, entnmolrgic and sanitary surveys
previously carried out, and to advise on strengthening the governmental
malaria service which, it is hcped, will have adequate authority and means

tn launch an eradication programme,’ |

/ECG ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS VACCINATION
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BCG - ANWTI-TUBERCULOSIS VACCINATION

16. UNICEF is currently’assisting sevenvcoﬁﬁtries in the area with BCG
vaccination campaigns:"Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan,Libya, the Sudan and Turkey Add .
has previously been given for campaigns in Aden, Egypt, Israel and Syria where

the programmes are now being continued entirely with rational resources., The
campaign initiated in Lebanon in 1249 with internaﬁional assistance has not been
'confinued._ Of all allocations to the area for long-range mass health programmes,"
almost half of the total have been for BCG vaccination campaigns. The cumulative
number of children tested in the area by mid-1955 was 1h.l million and the number
vaccinated was 5.7 million. |

17. For 1955 the beneficiary Pigures for the area are as follows:

Number of Children

Tested Veceinated
Target for 1955 ' 3,600,000 1,500,000
Achieved lst half of 1955 2,400,000 1,200,000
18. Most satisfactory was the progress during the beriod under review of

the campaigns in Ethiopia, Jordan, Turkey and the Sudan. In some cases target‘
figures were exceeded. The campaigns in Ethiopia (certain districté only), Iraq‘
and Jordan are near completion. This will leave only Turkey where the mass ,
vaccinations will continue on a Jlarge scale, Mass vaccinations will shortly. be

comnenced in the Sudan as the pilat phase is completed.

19. Ethinpia:

: ' . Tests l Vaccinations
Achieved in 195k .. 237,000 . .103,000
Target for 1955 s 300,000 140,000
Achieved 1st half 1955 o 125,000 63,000

The campaign has had an excellent response from the central and provin-
cial authorities and the population generally. By mid 1955 nearly 500,000 L
children had been tested and over 200,000 vaccinated in Ethiopla. The campaign
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has been operating recently through two teams, one headed by a WHO doctor con-—
centrating on the completion of the districts along the Sidamo border, the
central Shoa Province including Addis Ababa, Kaffa and Fidji. The other team
headed by a WHO Nurse -has compieted the work in lassawa, Guida and Asmera of‘
Eritrea., Vaccinations have dlso been given at_the established permanent centres

in Addis Ababa and Asmara.

20. Though there are still a number of areas in the country which would be
accessible to the teams, 1t is planned to discontinue mass vaccinations in view of
the fact that these areas are thinly populated and the cost per test and

vaccination would be excessive,

21, Iran:

Tests : Vaccinations

Achieved in 195 269,000 169,000
Target for 1955 250,000 150,000
Achieved 1st half 1955 150,000 ‘ 60,000

In the first quarter of 1955 a mass BCG campaign was develnped in the
towns and villages of Kuristan. The campaign was carried out by 8 teams, cen-
sisting of 2 vaccinators each, who tested 200,000 children and vaccinated all
the negatives. This brings the total tests for the campaign in this country

since its commencement to 1.1 million and the number vaccinated to 695,000,

22, The Regional ASSeément Team continues to survey other parts of the

COunﬁry to determine the effects of vaccination carried out in the previous year

and to study pre-vaccination tuberculin allergy. Unforeseen technical compli-

cations prevented the appraisal of results but it is hoped that the future course
- of action for BCG in Iran may be decided before the end of the year.

23. Iraq:

Tests Vaccinations

Achieved in 1954 225,000 69,000
Target for 1955 500,000 200,000
Achieved l1st half 1955 113,000 142,000

/rith a totalescas




EhY

"

_ . Vh.th a toual targe of BOO ,000 tests, the campaign is now nearing com= -
‘A pletlon' total cumulat:.ve tests be:mg 680 000 vy m1d—1955 . The montnly rate at
which the teams are working, however s is below target *"1gures. Tha.s 1s partly ‘
due’ o 1nci'eased preoccunation with planning the GOHSOllda’DJ on mto a permanent
system'of BCG work, Integrat tion of BCG vaccination service ‘is well advanced as
part of the’ general B set—up. ' SR ‘

| 2h Jordan:
Pests o \/accinatinns
Achieved in 1954 252,000 129,000 § o
Target for 1955 240,000 100,000
Achieved 1st half 1955 171,500 82, ooo

This programe has continued to be successfully carried out, The
cmauletive total tested since the start of the project is 426,000 which is more’
than double the original target, Jc,he cunilative number vaccinated is 213,000,
Among the factors making for efxec’c:we work has been good lmowledge of the wnrk
acquired by the teams; H reallstlc planm.ng in field organizatlom extensn,ve
publicity carried out by ‘ohe teams; ; ‘and the exceptinnal, dry winter seasom,

. unfortunate from. other aspects, which has made certain areas,',normal‘ly difficult
to reach, .easily accessible. Along with the mass campaign have gbne"inteneiffed
. training and preparation for a permanent system of vaccination whern the fass -
phase-is concluded. | S Sen Ceee

25, Libya:

Ce \, . Teskts . - Vaccinations
‘Achieved-in'1984 83,000 32,000
Target for 1955 - - 50,000 26,000
Achieved 1st half 1955 25,000 1l;,000

' (
With a cumlative total oi' 290,000 tested and 120,000 vaceinated s:.nce
the start of the project, this programme as a whole has exceeded the target.

The mass vaccination in the' recent montns has been on a reduced scal ,and has

P

covered onl,v 9 ,0’30 c‘aildren. 'l’he main @ﬁ’m of,‘ the
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nurse has been in training of a nationsl counterpart, a federal vaccination team
and maternal and child health nurses to continue the testing and vaccination wher

the internationally assisted mass campaign will be completed in the near future.

26. Sudan: The pilot phase of this programme ended in mid-April with a total

of 65,000 tests and 27,000 vaccinations. During this period the WHO Regional
Assessment team studied pre-vaccination tuberculin allergy; BCG vaccination af
non-reactors; and follow-up tuberculin retesting on representative samples pf the

population all over Sudan.

27, Based nn the experience gained during this first year, a mass
vaccination campaign is being planhed for 1956 in the nine provinces of the
country with a target of 1,000,000, A request for aid for this campaign has
been submitted by the Government (E/ICEF/L.788).

28. Turkey:

Tests Vaccinations
Achieved in 1954 2,098,000 883,000
Target for 1955 2,25N,000 900,000
Achieved 1st half 1955 1,800,000 1,000,000

The campaign continues at a fast pace, exceeding targets. and progres—
sively advancing from the West towards the East, provirce by proviice. During
the period under review, 6l teams of 2 vaccinators each, divided in 3 main groups
each directed by a doctor, have completed the provinces of Balikesir, Cankiri

Aydin and Izmir,

29. ~ Since the start of the campaign in 1953, the cumulative number tested
has reached 5,537,CC0 tested and 2,562,000 vaccinated. The Government is making
further efforts to speed up the temps with a view to completion of the programme
in 1959. The Government is at the same time requesting supplementary assistance
from UNICEF.

Completed Campaigns

30, Aden: In 1951 UNICEF furnished sup;lies and equipment for a BCG campaign
in which more than 31,000 persons under twenty years of age were tested and

/nea.rly 8’0000 evese
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" nearly 8, 000 va001nated. Tb:s fell uons;deralﬂ.yshort of the ta“get figure of

20 02;,000 persohs who Were est 1mated 1o need. vacemnation. The 1nternat10nal ‘
phase ‘of this wor& has ~come. to an end in May - 1952 .and the Government has con-»

solldated thls programme dnto 1ts public healtb actlvities.

31, Egypt- Excopt for tuberculin solution which is being provided by UNICEF,
this programme is now entlrely the uovernment’s respons1b111ty. A total numver
of 250,000 tests and 65,000 vaccinations were reported in the first quarter in
1955, bringing the total cumilative number of tests, 31nce the beginvlnD of the
'prorramme to nearly 7 willion . and the number of vac01nat10n§ to 1.8 milllon.tv
A new law is belng prepared for the oblig atory vaccination of the newborn. . Tbe
; Regicnal BCG Assessment Team hes -carried out "eteatlng in schools in Cder and
Benha where 1, 300 puplls were tested, =

OTHER DISEASES

B LR

32, Trachoma (Egypt) In the first quarter of 1955 5,000 pre-school children
‘with le ss than nne percent absentees, received sulphanavide prophylactlc treat-
‘ment against seasqnal ConJuthIVJtlS, and 2,100 children received trachoma
treabmen with éufenmycin ointment. The use of school teachers who 'are: tralned
to carry out the treatment wnder superv1smon has been very successful. Supplies
and equ1pment continue to be provided.

R BRI |

33. Mycosis (Syria): The plan of operations for this programme was signed by
the Government, WHO and UNICEF. Preparations for implementation of the project
were made before the first UNICEF supplies arrived in January. The treatment and
the training started in the main centre in Aleppo where the first epilation took
place on 7 February. -

3k The total nymber of beneficiaries examined in this programme from
7 February until end-June is:

Clinically examined: 11,500
Referred for microscopical examinationi ' 800
. Treated with X-ray therapy: 750

With the treétmeht;Q;.é,
; L AP .
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35, With the treatment and training of national staff actually started in
Aleppo, preparationé are under way. for reorganizatiqn of +the other treatment
centres, eduipped by the Government in Damascus, Home, Hama and Dera'a, The
eampaign will then extend to the rural areas with a mobile X-ray unit to operate
from the principal village centres of the casas with the aim to eradicate rural
mycotic diseases. The'spécification'of this wnit is presently under consid~
eration by UNICEF headquarters. | '

36, 'Bejel/Syphilis (Syria): The Bejel/Syphilis cantrol campaign in Syria in
the Deir-az-Zor district has continued to be mainly of an exploratory nature with

extensive epidemiological fact-finding in a limited pilot area along the Iraqi
border. This was cérried oht by a house~to~house visiting and individual
examinations of all the inhabitents, Careful observations had also to be made
regarding different treatment dosages. The number of beneficiaries remains
therefore modest, 5569 examined and 1468 treated. ‘

37s The experience gained has helped tb dev:lop the. strategy for the mass
campaign‘to start as soon as additional personnel is provided by the Government.,
The UVICEF Regional Director who visited the work in the field in May'was
especially impressed by the excellent work ~f the national and international
staff under primitive and strenuocus ¢onditions.

/JMATERNAL AND CHILD WELFARE
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' MATERNAL AND CHTLD WELFARE
General
38, - UNICEF aid in maternal and child, welfare has bsen approved for teti

of the thirteen countries in this area to which UNICEF aid has so far been'exa
tended; namely, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Irag, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libyé, '
Syria and Turkey. About one-sixth of the countny allocations for the area o
have been in this field.

3@. Inciuded in the allocation is aid for 1,183 different maternal and
. child welfare centres. Of this group the provision. of basic equipment has been
approved for 452, and drugs and diet supplenents, 1nclud1ng mllk for 919.

LO; T s the tables below show; by m1d—l955 the equipment had largely

' been dlst“lbuted to two of tne nine countrles to receive them (Israel and Turkey),
the bulk, however, is scheduled to be dlstrlbuted durlng the latter part of 1955
and 1956 and 1957.

BASIC BLUIPMINT FOR MCW CHNTRUS

Country Total Number of 4 Additional Wo v

"~ . . Centres to be .. Equipped by = - To be' Equipped ’e

Equipped . _ 1id-1955 - July-Dec. 1955 1956 1957
Ethiopia . o 8 —- 6 2. o
Iran . . . . 57 - 17 .. 2 |, 20
Iraq 153" 2 10 | 70 7

Israel R A 32 2 . Cog ey
Jordan. - -, 22 1 - e = 21
Lebanon o 25 1 I ‘ - -
Libya - 26 1. 207 13 10
syria - 30 . 6 2. . 5. 5
Turkey 90 90 - - -

\ ' ' h52 S 133 o 63 o0 113 . 131
ML, 7 Im the case of drugs and diet supplements 1nclud1ng mllk dlstrlbutlon

was in full swing by m1d—l955 1n Egypt Israel and Turkey. In the other countrles.
however, ‘the bulk of the dlstrlbutlon w1ll begln 1n the latter part of thlS year
and’ 1956 and 1957, as is shown in the iollow1ng table.

< . o ; < AN
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MCW CENTRES DISTRIBUTING DDS INCLUDING MILK
Total Number of Additional Number tc be Distributin
Centres to be :
Supplied with Number Distributing July-Dece.
Country Ixpendables by Mid-1955 1955 1956 1957
Egypt 491 491 - = -
Ethiopia 8 1 5 2 -
Iran 140 . \ ‘ 100 - 20 20
Irag 3 , : 2 1 - -
Israel 109 100 2 3 L
Jordan 22 1 - - 21
Libya 26 1 2 13 10
Syria 30 _ 6 2 5 5
Turkey 90 90 v - - -
919 792 _ 12 43 60
L2, Training activities in general have been developing slowly, and not

infrequently under difficulties, However, they now receive special attention and |
it is likely that in future UNICEF will be increasingly asked to participate in

"better coordinated and plénned training activities, The problém of the untrained

midwife (dayah) is still largely unsolved and a considerable expansion of train- .
ing facilities for properly trained auxiliaries is an essential requirement for

substantial progress in this field.

L3, Egypt. UNICEF has provided to Maternal and Child Welfare centres

. expendable supplies including milk, vitamins, soap, penicillin, and basic items

of equipment such as scales, midwifery kits and kitchen equipment. By the end
of 1954 UNICEF expendables were being distributed from 160 rural and 81 urban
centres of the Ministry of Health. Additional centres were added during the

 first half of 1955 including some 81 voluntary centres distributing UNICEF

milk and fish oil capsules. Government reports and observations by the UNICEF

representatives indicate that good use has been made of these supplies.,

o bb. The Egyptian Government has reéently set up a permanent Council for

Social Welfare with a view to coordinating public and voluntary services and to
maintain them on a sound basis, A five year plan has been drafted emphasizing
the eventual ébsorption of all existing rural services into a nation-wide com~
prehensive system that would comprise 270 organized centres and the establishment
of about 600 new centres in hitherto unserviced areass The Government has re-
quested UNICEF aid for this programme.(E/ICEF/L. 787)
: - / 45. Ethiopia .,..
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L5. . EthiQElao The plan of operations was signed by tne Gove:uient

durlng ‘the flrst quarter of the year, The tramnlng _programne w1th1n the, Gonder
Progect whlch is receivﬁbg aid ior WHO, UNICEF and;the U,S,.FOA, is developlng
rather slowly . Currently 30 Health Off;cers_areibeing{t;ained, However, im-
provements\are being mede in,organizationﬁof‘treining facilities at the hospital
.and,hospitel wards, theiout-patient,department and the laboratory, and additional
Nfﬁostel'aceomodaiiop.will~bevavailable, Training of commnity nurses is scheduled
. oo;beysterted in Oepobep, After a reeent-visit by .WHO and.UNIGEF.representatives
further assistence for the intensification of training along preventive lines

may be requested,

ho. k‘ 12293. A ilnallzatlon of the plan of operations is under way for the
programme approved by the .Board last March to strengthen and consolidate rural
and semi-rural Maternal end,Chlld ilelfare services, Meanwhile several steps .
ﬁo implement}tﬁe'p;ogremme,have been taken, In the -course of the.last . six months
the Goverﬁmeﬁt eppointed a qoalified.Director to head the MCW Department; . .

50 students begln their training as Health Visitors and on completlon of the

11 month course they will be ass1gned to 30 new Health Centres which are belng
.organlzed, ‘further the Midwiieny School in Teheran whlch was closed since 1952
is now belng reopened. Dlstrlbutlon of UNICEF expendables, drug and dlet
supplements, milk and sdap was under'way by the end of l95h through lOO centres.

47, Irags The Government of Iraq has, durlng the last six months, paid
increasing attention™ to this programme. Preparatlons to start the Mosul Reglonal
‘Centre are under way, in Baghdad one more City Centre ﬁas opened and arrangements
are belng made to establish Maternal and Child Health Units in Sullmaniyah,
Nillah, Baguaba and Samarra a¢ well as six smaller rural centres., The Maﬁerﬁel
and Child Welfare work in the Basrah is being integrated in the‘public'health
service where U., S. bilateral aid is being\provided; In the Baghdad Administra-
tion Centre 38 Health Visitors have completed their 18 month training course.'
Training of local midwives has ‘started durlng this perlod in this centre and a
first group of seven have completed the course and returned to work with UNICEF
kits. The goal is to train some 120 midwives in the course of this and the
following year, . and tralnlng of sanitary aids under the auspicies of the Near

Eastern Foundation School at Varamin has just begun.

/ 48. Israel:
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L8. Israel: The plan of operations for the prngramme has been signed

by the Government, The prngramme aséisted by UNICEF haé‘developéd accordihg

to pians. UNICEF equipment for 32 Maternal and Child Welfare Centres arrived
before the end of 1954 and was installed. Construction is praceeding fer two
new centres out of the nine for which the assistance was apprnved last March,
Preparations are also undef way far the installation of the first Premature Unit
in Tel-Aviv and work has alsn begun on the unit for Tiberias. In the Rehabili-

tation Centre at Sarafand in the peried under review 18 students completed their
training in physintherapy.

L9, Jordan: The training aspects are receiving special attention. In-
service training for practising midwives from the Aﬁan area has commenced and’
a refresher course for fully qualified nurses supervising the Infant Welfare

Centres in>Jordan is being organized. Recruitment of 25 student nurses for a
two-year course in Maternal and Child Welfare training ahd'administration work

in the Aman Centre is developing satisfactorily,

50, Turkey: An important'develﬁpment in cennexion with this programme

is the recent creation of the department within the Ministry of Public Health for
the prntectinn of mothers and children. The task of this department wiil
primarily be the cnordination of Maternal and Child Welfare work and the setting

up of a uniferm MCW service nver the entire country,

51. | In the training and demonstra@ion centre in Ankara, milk, vitamin
capsules and drugs from UNICEF are regularly diétributed. In the past € months,
15 doctnrs and 16 nurses all from the Villayets, have undergene nne— and two
menth refresher équrses at this cenire., Expendables and basic equipment
prnvided hy UNICEEYhave been shipped nut in accordance with the plan of eperaticn:

to 9N provincial health centres, 3L of which have received a more mndest type cf

equipment and 56 the type destined for more adyanced centres. Alss distributed
have been 380 UNICEF midwifery bags, 100 for fully trained and 280 for rural
midwives.
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52. No reports have been received from the provincial health centres,
Steps have been taken to stimulate adequate and prompt reporting and replenish-—
-ment will be allowed only against receipt of utilization reports for previously

delivered supplies.,

53 Lebanon: Activities in the Beirﬁt Maternal and Child Welfare Centre
in Lebanon are progressing ﬁormally. Under_this provisidn of national staff and
students, nurses from vailous schools of nursing regularly attend the centre for

training purposes.

5k Libya: Special emphasis is placed in this programme on the training
of‘community midwives in the Adndniétration Centre at Sukfel—Giuama Centre.
Eleven students recruited frbm toe threé provinces are hali-way through with
their 18 month theoretical and practical course, In anticipation of their
graduation early next year preparations have been made to reorganize additional
ICW Centress UNICEF equipment and supplies were recently reléased for two |

Centres at Benghazi and Dermna of Syrenaica Province,

55 Syria: Work in the main centres continues as normal. In Damascus,
the provincial centres in Aleppo, Homs, Lattakia and Dera'a in the first quarter
of the year marked the completion of the tfaining course of 18 nurses and nurse
midwives, 100 student nurses from the School of Nursing, and 12 awxiliary

public health nurses., Field observation confirms that in all parts of the country
the effects of this programme, initiated three years ago are now beginning to

be felt in terms of growing awareness of the importance of MCW work., The Govern-
ment is being pressed for more services and local efforts are”being made to help

in their establishment in various parts of the country.
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NUTRITION

Long-Range Feedlng

56. UNICEF is currently assisting 1ong-range feeding programmes in sgix
countries In the area: Egypt Ethiopia Irar, Iraq, Libya and Turkey. In

three of these countries (Egypt Tran and Turkey) the feeding programmes are
designed to develop distr;bution channels for the milk conservation schemes alsc
being aided by UNICEF. - “

57. In 195k some 53,000 children and mothers were reached in

UNICEF-alded programmes. The target peak for 1955 is 245,000. The distribution
of milk has been referred to in the section on maternal and child welfare. About
two-fifths of the beneficlaries will be receiving their rations through maternal
and child welfare centres. o ' '

58, Egynt Skim and whole milk and vitemins are distributed through MCW
centres on the basis of doctors' prescription.

59 Ethiopla: Thls school nutritlon programme, approved by the Board

last March, is now in 1lts initlal stage of implementetion. The'Government hag
inﬁited, ag a first step, 50 school teachers from primary school centres

iIn the provinces to attend a six-week refresher course in school gerdening,
health and nutrition in Addls Ababa through July - September. The curriculum
has been worked out by specialists from FAO and the United States billateral aid.
Teaching materlal and baslc gardening tools and other supplles from UNICEF

are under procurement.

60. Iran: Approximately 18,000 mothers and -children were recelving
reconstituted skim milk by mid-1955 thrcough over 80 centres adminigtered

by the Ministry of Healtﬁ, or voluntary orgenizations. The target figure
Planned for the year is 39,000. The beneficlary figures have not increased as
rapldly as planned, due to the cauticus allocation of milk to only those centres
where distribution and supervision facllltles are of recognized high standard. |

61. Iraq: The scheol feeding service in Irag with & substential daily
menu consisting of locally preduced food, (vegetables, fruits, eggs) and
lmported mllk end viteming, which began with 25,000 beneficiaries, hasin the
period under review been increased to include 62,500 beneficiaries at the end of

/the present scholastlc
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the present scholastic year ip Msy 1955; and plans are being made to reach a
target figure of 87 500 beneficlaries this fall. The Government intends to
‘reach an additional h0,000 primary gchool children with milk and fish-oil»
capsules only; and UNICEF assistance 1s béing sought for the purpcse of this
programme. Recently, witk local and provinclel authorities particlpating

in the financial responsibility in the programme there has been an Ilmprovement
in reporting.

62. The Nutrition Institute in Baghdéd which hag beetl established with
technical advice from FAC, is taking an active role in the school feeding

service and working out plans for the expans;on and orgenlzation of the programme

63. Libya: A1l arrengemente were made for initiation of the feeding a
probramme on a limited scale in the threp provinees. The Government made |
budgetary provision for making avail&ble local expenses for the programme ,
including the purchase of dates. UNICE“ supplies for the initlal phase of
the progremme arrived in the country during eariy January but the kitchen
equipmen* was recelved only recently. The FAO Nutritionist arrived in the
- country in the middle of March and the feeding programme started in 10 schools
in Tripolitania during the first part of May. '

6h. " Turkey: The skim milk provided under MCW ad MCP allocatiocns has
been furnished to 60 centres, but no adequate reports as to its utilization
have been received yet.

Milk Congervation | '

65+ This year is one of bullding comstruction, equipment installation and
personnel trainiﬁg in the five countries receiving MCP assgistance in this area;
Egypt, Iran, Irag, Israel and Turkey. About eighteen per cent of all-

country allocations for the area have been in the milk conservation field. One
sﬁall sterilizing plant in Israelv(Tenne-Noga), which received 1limited UNICEF
asslstance, is the firgt UNICEF-aided plant in daily operetion at this time..
Two more Israell plants are scheduled to be in operation by this September.

As reported in the previcus general prOHress report, in Syrie technical
investizations and policy negctiaticns are being carried out to assess the
possibilities of providing safe milk for children.

/66. In Egypt
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66. 1n-Egypt, appfoval vas given by the Production Council for the
expenditure of funds for construction of the drying plant at Sekka. Calls for
bids for constructlng the building went out during May.

67 Construction work on the pastenrizing plant in Teheran, Iren,
contimies. The wain bullding as well as the service buildings are near
completion. The major part of the UNICEF machlinery has arrived and the remelning
equipment is scheduled to arrive before the end of the year. It 1s foreseen
that the plant wili be ready fcr test early in 1956, Three Iranian fellows

are currently studying in FBurope; one in milk marireting, onre inkmilk quality

control and one in plant management.

8. In Iraq, after some delays the finel site for the plent and for

the cattle compounds have been agreed upon and construction work has started
at full-scale. The Milk Board had several nmeetings on the national milk policy
and new milk legislation was drafted. New and fully satisfectory tests of

sterilization of buffalo milk were carried out.

63. In Israel, the three dalries already equipped by UNICEF £1 the Tel-Aviv
area have made gocd progress in the recent six months. The Tenne-lloga plant hes
a daily output since March of 15,000 bottles of sterilized millk. The Tnuva
factory has completed the new bullding and it ie expected that the first

bottled pasteurized milk will be availlable on the market in August. The Tara
factory has equally completed the new constructicn and the first pasteurized

milk in bottles will be available in Sevtember.

70. In Turkey, the new pasiteurizing dairy at the Ataturk farm near

Ankera is nearing completicn. UNICEF equipment has been received in good
condition and is being installed: The plant should be in operation this year.
Two agricultural engineers are studying for 18 months onUS FCA fellowships in the
United States, one in general plant management and one in milk marketing. They
wlll return in July this year to work in the dairy.

71. While the efforts are concentrated on the Ankera dalry which

wlll demonstrate economical production of safe milk, ?reliminary survéys and
speclialized studles to implement & milk policy‘of national scope, as provided
for in the plan of operations, are being carried cut. During Mey, the Govermment
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with the help of & UNICEF engineer and a milk production specielist of

US Foreign Operations -Administration acting on behalf of FAO, undertook

& fact-finding survey 4o esteblish a natlonal plan for use of the milk
products from the most productive areas. A complementary survey with eumphasis
on nutrition, socio-e&onomicAand sanitary aspects willl telke place in July.
with the help of UNICET, FAO and WHO.

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS .

T2 Gazes Distribution of skim and whole milk and rice céntinued ag before.
During the pericd under review, a total of 29,800 beneficlaries received rations

ag follows:

L v Commod ity ' s , giigficiaries,‘
Milk : ‘ 16,5C0 '
Rice ' 2.,000
Other Supplementary feeding 2,ko0
T3 8% tons of dates, 10 tecas of meat end 70 tons of raisins were also

distributed. A quantity of 2,0LC ,CCO capsules of vitemins were procured which
will be distributed to 14,500 needy children in 26 schools.

Th, Tas Government have spent substantlial sums for the yurchase of flour

for distribution to the resident group in Gaza as matching for UNICEF supplies.

5. During the perlod under review, a UNICET Representative visited Gaza
and after reviewing the whole programme, came to an agrcement with the Government
+0 discontinue UNICEF assistance as from mid-June 1956 after which it would be
the responsibi'ity of the Egyptilan authorities to continue the programe from

thelr cwn resources.

76. Jordan: In Jorden, UNICEF dry slim milk and other fecd
comuodities such as rice, margerine, meat, dates and dry relsins have been
distributed to abovt 50,000 mothers erd children. The buik of cistribution has

been carried cut through facilities provided by UNRW.A, while responsibility for

the rest of the distribution has been shouldered by varicus voluntary organizations

including the Imtheran World Federation, the Intermational Chrlstian Committee
ané the British Save the Chilldren Fund.

/77 An employee from
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7. An employee from UNRWA wae seconded to UNICEF to supervise

the actual distributlon, and participate in-the work of the newly formed
UNRWX/Government survey team charged with the investigation of the problem
of economic refugees on the borderline in accerdance with a resolution taken

by the General Assembly in December 195L. -

78. A part of the emergency rellef has been distributed through
school channels. Whenever thls has taken place, the Government has matched
the UNICEF skim milk with sugar.‘ In this way, a nucleus school feeding
programme with 12,000 beneficiaries in the past six months has emerged. The
Government desires to see thls type of assistance with its long-range value
extended and recognized as the beglnning of a permanent service.

Palestine Refugees ‘
79 UNICEF fish liver oil capsules aré expected to reach a peak of some

45,000 Palestine refugee children this yeRg.




